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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner acknowledges receipt of the amendment on 1 1/20/06. According to the 
amendment, claim 23 has been added, and claims 1-23 are pending in the application. 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1, 12, and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, lines 5 and 6 (two occurrences); claim 12, line 6 (two occurrences); and 
claim 22, lines 6 and 7 (two occurrences), the claimed limitation "first image" should be 
corrected to "first display image" to be consistent with the language previously recited in 
the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of35U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

a) In claim 1, lines 5-6; claim 12, line 6; and claim 22, lines 6-7, the claimed 
limitation "replacing the first image in whole or in part" renders the claim indefinite as it 
is unclear as to whether the limitation is intended to describe the distinctness of the 
second display image from the first or if it is intended to describe the step of revealing. It 
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appears that applicant intended for the limitation to refer to the distinctness, and has 
been further construed as such. 

b) Claims 2-11 and 13-21 are rejected as being dependent on the rejected base claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1-7, 10, 12-17, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hughs-Baird at al (US 6,439,995). 

Claim 1 : Hughs-Baird discloses a method of conducting a wagering game 
comprising displaying a plurality of selectable objects (e.g. selections PICK in Fig. 1) in a 
first display image (as depicted in Fig. 1); selecting one or more of the selectable objects 
and revealing one or more indicia associated with the selected objects (col. 8, lines 29- 
32); and revealing, in a second display image (e.g. Fig. 3) distinct from the first display 
image (Fig. 1) and replacing the first display image in whole or in part (as depicted in Fig. 
3), one or more indicia associated with the unselected objects of the selectable objects 
(e.g. revealed selections 68 with angled hatching in Fig. 3). 

Claim 2: Hughs-Baird discloses displaying the plurality of selectable objects 
occurs in a bonus game (col. 5, lines 31-35). 

Claim 3: Hughs-Baird discloses displaying the plurality of selectable objects 
occurs in a basic game (Fig. 1). 



Application/ Control Number: 10/786,509 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 4 



Claim 4: Hughs-Baird discloses that indicia are indicative of an award (col. 2, lines 
52-54). ' 

Claim 5: Hughs-Baird discloses revealing the indicia in proximity to the respective 
selected objects (Fig. 3). 

Claim 6: Hughs-Baird discloses that the second display image presents the indicia 
associated with the selected objects and the indicia associated with the unselected 
objects (Fig. 3; col. 7, lines 13-24). 

Claim 7: Hughs-Baird discloses that the second display image presents a total 
award based on the indicia associated with the selected objects (Fig. 3; col. 7, lines 65- 
67; and col. 8, line 1). 

Claim 10: Hughs-Baird discloses presenting the first display image and the second 
display image on a common display (Fig. 3). 

Claims 12-17, 20 and 22: refer to discussion in claims 1-3, 5-7, 10 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all . 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 8-9, 18-19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hughs-Baird at al (US 6,439,995) in view of Angel (US 6,695,695). 
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Claim 8: Hughs-Baird does not explicitly disclose presenting the selected objects 
with associated indicia as a group. However, Angel discloses presenting the selected 
objects with associated indicia as a group (Fig. 8). As depicted in Fig. 8, the selected 
cards 67 are grouped together in front of the selected player 60. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
present the selected objects with associated indicia of Hughs-Baird as a group as taught 
by Angel in order to facilitate recognizing award value the player receives for choosing the 
selections. 

Claim 9: Hughs-Baird does not explicitly disclose presenting the unselected 
objects with associated indicia as a group. However, Angel discloses presenting the 
unselected objects with associated indicia as a group (Fig. 8). As depicted in Fig. 8, the 
unselected cards are grouped together in the lower portion of the screen in front of the 
players 61-64. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to present the unselected objects with associated indicia of 
Hughs-Baird as a group as taught by Angel in order to facilitate recognizing unselected 
award value the player lost opportunities. 

Claim 23: refer to discussion in claims 1 and 8-9 above. 

8. Claims 11 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hughs-Baird at al (US 6,439,995). 

Hughs-Baird does not explicitly disclose presenting the first display image and the 
second display image on different displays. However, presenting different display images 

on different displays would have been well known and obvious matter of design choice. 

i 



Application/ Control Number: 10/786,509 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 6 



Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments on 1 1/20/06 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). ■ 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. Any response to this final action 

should be mailed to: i 
Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications; please mark 
"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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4441. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM to 
5:OOPM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The central official fax 
number is (571) 273-8300. : 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Date: February 12, 2007 



Kim T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
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